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There is an old Country-Western song with lyrics that state, “how can I miss you, unless you go away!” I  
have always found humor in that saying. Having been away (and preparing to go back to the UK) I certainly  
have missed my family and church family! It was a blessing to be with the Congregational Federation. I  
think we could learn a lot from how they love the Lord and are excited to be doing His work. I also think  
they could learn a lot from us in the same manner! What a blessing it is to be partners with them, laboring 

for the Lord. I am ever coming to a greater appreciation of what God is doing around the world. I think it is all too easy to 
become discouraged and trapped into an “isolationist mentality” when, indeed, we are NOT alone—Jesus is loved and is 
being preached all across the World. 
 

I have placed several pictures from my trip to England this last month (April). You will see Hothorpe Hall, and 
English Manor where we had the Leaders Conference as well as some pictures of me teaching and the gathering of folks. I 
had the opportunity to walk (about 5 of the 13 miles) on a Hunger Walk fundraiser for Nicaragua while I was there. We 
walked on some of the English Channels and I got to see Foxton Locks (a series of gateways that allow the channel to be at 
different altitudes). I preached/taught Saturday night at Clarendon Park Congregational Church (where one of my classic 
Congregational Heroes, P. T. Forsyth, was a minister in the 1800’s ) and in Yelvertoft Congregational Church that was 
established in 1662!! The Monday before I flew home I was able to visit a dear friend, Michelle, from my Covenant Players 
days. We went to Lichfield and saw a very historic Cathedral. I will take more pictures this month when I visit Scotland for a 
joint meeting of the Theological Commission of the International Congregational Fellowship and the May Assembly of the 
Congregational Federation. I will be staying in Stirling (where a famous battle between William Wallace and the English 
armies took place, as well as where Mary Queen of Scots was coroneted).    

 

We have just had a visit from Charles Sagay. The Mission School of Hope is running smoothly. Charles is busy 
promoting the new clinic and the needs of the people there throughout his visit to the States. Many of our hearts are being 
tugged at by the Lord to do something more to help. I encourage us all to pray about how we can help—and how much we 
can help. This may include financial donations, but also the potential of some of us going to Cameroon to lend a hand and 
support the work there with our feet as well as our finances! Pray about your involvement!! 

 

I am confident that as we continue to listen to the Holy Spirit and obey whatever God tells us that even more light 
shall shine forth from our little band of Christ followers! Let us continue to strive to Love God and our neighbors! 

 

All my Love and Blessings, Pastor Rick 
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OUR COVENANT CONNECTIONS 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF MUKWONAGO  

 

We seek to be a growing body of Christian believers characterized by a loving, forgiving, accepting community, 
modeled after the Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ, where people can grow to their full spiritual potential. We 
embrace our mission to provide the spiritual presence of Christianity in the lives of all, by sharing the collective 
resources of Jesus Christ and the congregation. Therefore, we covenant with you, O God, and with one another to 
walk together in all your ways, as you reveal yourself to us in your blessed word of truth. We work and pray for the 
transformation of the world into the Kingdom of God; and look with faith for the triumph of eternal life.                                    

 —A Statement of Our Church Covenant 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
May 1 ...............................................  Men’s Breakfast 
May 6 ................................................. NT Discussions 
 Family Lunch/Roller Skating 
May 9 – 16 ............................. Pastor Rick in Scotland 
May 13 .................................. Mother’s Day Breakfast 
May 19 ........................................ Leadership Training 
 Women’s Fellowship 
May 20 ............................... Church Business Meeting 
May 27  ..................................... Linden Ridge Service 
June 2 ......................................... Leadership Training 
June 3 ................................................ NT Discussions 
 Old World Wisconsin Outing 
June 5 ............................................... Men’s Breakfast 
June 9/10 ................................... Maxwell Street Days 
 

Elected Church Officers (plus Staff)  
 
Moderator - Joanne Himebauch ..................... 363-8144 
Moderator Elect - Bob Brandemuehl .............. 662-3436   
Past Moderator - Jean Brocker ....................... 470-9949 
Member at Large - Becky Young   .................. 968-5268 
Financial Secretary - Linda Garasimowicz...... 363-7549   
Assistant Treasurer - Janice Beilfuss ............. 662-3104 
Church Clerk - Kay Rowntree ......................... 534-5168 
 
Christian Education  
Kristin Stott .................................................... .363-2118 
Joanne Himebauch ......................................... 363-8144 
Bonnie Geiser ................................................. 363-7519 
Becky Young .................................................. 646-5278 
 
Deacons  
Karen Jones ................................................... 363-2538 
Gary Himebauch ............................................. 363-8144 
Dennis Dable .................................................. 363-7724 
Janine Coley ................................................... 363-4627 
Beth Petersen ................................................. 662-4322 
 
Trustees  
Carl Syburg .................................................... 968-2474 
Jim Schuett  .............................................414-257-1860 
David Jones .................................................... 363-2538 
Ryan Venema ................................................. 749-8380 
David Beilfuss  ................................................ 363-3170 
 
Staff  
Custodians – Kathy & Jerry Waschow  ........... 363-8375 
Organist/Choir Director - Marni Wiggins ......... 363-0737 
Office Admin./Bookkeeper - Judi Weyer ......... 363-7249 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Newsletter Articles for the June edition of 
“Our Covenant Connections” are due in the 

office by May 22nd  

Thank you from the ‘hunters’ of FCC!   
(Easter egg hunters that is!)  

With your generous donations of egg -
filling items, we were able to stuff 155 
eggs for the children to hunt for outside 
on Easter morning.  Each child wa s able 
to find many eggs bursting with delicious 
treats and small prizes.  Your generosity 
is very much appreciated!  Thanks also to 
our egg-stuffing and egg -hiding helpers.  
We couldn’t do it without you!  One other 
success was that our children found the  
eggs before the local squirrels.  Great 
job kids!  
 

Linden Ridge Services   
+++++++++ 

May 27; June 24 ; July 8  
+++++++++ 

2:00 - 2:45 pm  
 

 



 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday  Total  
 

4/1 74 
4/8 106 
4/15 40 
4/22 52 
 

 

Stewardship Report 
1/1/12 – 3/25/12 

 

Offerings  $26,378.11   
Expenses    ($30,516.59)  
 

Over (Short)    ($4,138.48)  
   

   
  

Sunday Refreshments  Greeter  Ushers Liturgist  9 am Sunday School 10 am Nursery 

May 6 Brandemuehl  Group 1 Glenn K. Becky Y. Joanne H. 

May 13 Mother’s Day 
Breakfast.  Group 2 Ryan V. No Sunday School Joanne H. 

May 20 Business Meeting  Group 3  Becky Y. Missy M. 

May 27   Group 4 Glenn K. Kristin S. Janine C. 

 
 

 
   

 
�= Sunday School ~ Nursery �= 

 

May Birthdays  
 

Claire Himebauch ........................ 5/3 
Bob Brandemuehl ........................ 5/7 
Janet Baron ............................... 5/11 
Dennis Dable ............................. 5/11 
Mary Emma Albee ..................... 5/16 
Jim Schuett ................................ 5/19 
Jarid Stott .................................. 5/22 
Caitlyn Connelly ......................... 5/26 
Dave Conn ................................. 5/28 
 
 

May Wedding Anniversaries  
 

Don & Marni Wiggins ................ 5/15 
Carl & Janet Syburg ................... 5/20 
Dick & Donna Greenwald........... 5/23 
Harlan & Beth Petersen ............. 5/31 
 

 

If you would like your birthday or wedding 
anniversary to be included here, please 

drop a note to the office.  Thanks! 
 

Thank you to everyone who made 
my birthday special!!        
                           Judi Weyer �-  

 

Summer Sunday School 
June 3-September 2 

 

This Summer Pastor Rick will be teaching 
the Kid’s Sunday School class.  This will act 
as a pre-confirmation class for our youth. 

All kids are invited to participate. 
 

Pastor Fred will be leading in an 
exploration of the Parables.  

There will be Sunday school at 9 am every 
week with only a few exceptions. On 
Father’s day there will be a breakfast  

at 9:00 am. 

Secret Sister  Revealing  
Please plan to reveal yourself 

on Sunday, June 20 th  by  leaving 
a small gift for your secret 

sister on the table in the foyer. 
Be sure to sign your name!  

 

Interested in going on a 
Missions Trip to the Mission 
School of Hope in Cameroon 
Africa? We are praying about 

sending a team for a week late 
December 2013- early January 

2014. Pray about going or 
helping someone else go!  

 
We’ll lose the ties and pantyhose 
Reduce the bulletin and stay cool! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NT DiscussionS  
 

May 6, June 3, July 1. 
August 12  

 

Reading Through the NT Schedule 
 

Week     Day 1 Day 2  Day 3  Day 4  Day 5 
May 6     1 Thess.1 1 Thess.2 1 Thess. 3 1 Thess. 4 1 Thess. 5 
May 13     Acts 1  John 18  1 Tim. 1  Eph. 4   Rev. 4 
May 20     Acts 2  Matt. 3      John 19  1 Tim. 2  Rev. 5 
May 27     Acts 3  Matt. 4   1 Tim. 3  Rev. 6   Rev. 7   
June 3     Acts 4  1 Tim. 4  Eph. 5   Rev. 8   Rev. 9 

Message from your Moderator ~ By Joanne Himebauch  
 “There’s no place like home! There’s no place like home!” Most of you will recognize this 
quote from Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz. That is how I feel after coming back from 
Florida. Sure, I yearn for the warmer climate, the feel of sand between my toes, and the 
sound of the waves from the balcony of my parents’ condo, but I do appreciate coming 
back home again!   I  especially look forward to worsh ipping with all of you again in 
our home church, FCC Mukwonago! Gary and I did attend the Lighthouse Methodist 
Church on Gasparilla Island on Easter Sunday. The church was packed with 
worshippers in colorful island garb. There was beautiful choir, organ, a nd trumpet 
music. I loved hearing Pastor Brian Brightley deliver his sermon. It was a beautiful 
and meaningful service. Yet, it just wasn’t the same as being back among my friends 
and family in our home church. We have a special bond and I appreciate each and 
every one of you. I miss you when I don’t see you. I think we need to remind each other 
of that fact more often. We need to tell each other how much we appreciate each other, 
whether it is through words, a card, or even just a friendly smile , a handsha ke or hug.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Karen Jones, Angie Schuett, Dave Wolf, Jean Brocker, 
Jim Schuett, Kristen Stott, Linda Garasimowicz, Karen 

and Fred Thimmel(Fred not pictured because he's 
taking the picture!) were all servers of the Friday night, 

March 30th Hope Center Meal. 
A wonderful evening of serving and fellowship! 

Join us as we do it again in September!" 
 

Up -Coming Holy -days  
Ascension Sunday-May 20  
Pentecost Sunday - May 27  

Trinity Sunday -June 3  

Annual meeting  
It’s more than just your average  

business meeting! 
 

 

Pray about it:   What more can we do to help 
get the donated medical supplies to Cameroon? 

 

The lilies that decorated the  
sanctuary for Easter were 
 beautiful!   
Thank you to all that  
provided plants.   

If you’d like to provide flowers for the 
worship service please see the calendar 

in the narthex. Flowers from your 
garden are welcome! 

     



 
 
 

                     A & W Lunch / Roller Skating  
         Sunday, May 6 
 

Hales Corners A & W Restaurant 11:45 AM.   
Incredi-Roll Skating Rink 12:30 – 3:00.   
Costs $4.75 to skate 
CE Board is paying for our church youth.   
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“SHOWERS OF LOVE” 
The Missions Group invites everyone to participate in helping the Hope 
Center in Waukesha with our “SHOWERS OF LOVE” drive.  You will find our 
umbrella mobile hanging in the narthex.  We ask that you choose one or 
more cut-out figurines with a baby item listed on it OR you are welcome to 
take a card with the entire list and purchase something off the list.  These 
baby items will be collected the entire month of May then donated to the 
Hope Center in Waukesha. 
 

Items Requested 
*Size #1 diapers * newborn clothing * crib sheets * Onesies * baby blankets * baby wipes 

* diaper bags * baby wash * baby shampoo * baby lotion * burp cloths * hooded bath towels 
* baby bottles 

 

Your contributions have been so generous in the past – we hope you are able to help out once again. 
 

  

Attention Ladies!  
 
 
 

 What:  An FCC Ladies Fellowship Spring Event   (Lunch and Shopping) 
 When: Saturday, May 19 th    11:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
 Where:  Millie’s Restaurant and Shopping Village  ~ 2484 County O South ,  Delavan, WI  
                           Each person will be paying for their own lunch.  

Bring a friend!  
Please reserve a spot for them on the  sign- up sheet or call Karla Hartley at 378 - 4047  

 

 

Mother’s Day Potluck  
Sunday, May 13 ~  9:00 AM 

On Sunday, May 13, instead of having 
Sunday School, we will enjoy 
fellowshipping with one another 
through a breakfast potluck.  Check 
the sign-up sheet to see what you can 
bring.   Join us in celebrating our 
mothers!   Sunday, June 3 

Old World Wisconsin Visit  
Plan on bringing a picnic lunch to enjoy 
along the way.  Don’t feel like walking the 
entire way?  Don’t worry!  There is a tram 
that can take you from area to area.  And 
if we’re really lucky that day, Gary 
Himebauch will be driving it!!!  More 
details to follow.   
 

Sunday, June 17th       
Father’s Day Potluck  

 

We don’t want the Fathers to feel 
left out, so we will also be having 
a Father’s Day Breakfast potluck 

at 9 AM on Sunday, June 17th. 
 



                                            Leaders Conference at Hothorpe Hall 
                                          Theddingworth, Leicestershire 

                                                                   

 
 

Hunger Walk for Nicaragua across the English Countryside   
 

     
Foxton Locks; Market Harborough Cong. Church 

           
 

 



 
 

    
Clarendon Park Congregational Church, Leicester (Sat. pm gathering) 

 

 
Yelvertoft Congregational Church (est. 1662) 

 

    
 

Visit with old friend Michelle and her family (& Lichfield Cathedral) 
 
 

Watch next month’s newsletter for the trip to Scotland 


